AP 


Antarctic 
Press™ 


7 
"Jor OMORFRPHIC 


® 


Captain Arrat? 


Specialist Mateoschat, how 
have you come to be here? 


| am on extended leave. | had to find you. To tell you 
about the death of Commander Hiak*. He was 
murdered by Special Services. They forced him into suicide. 


Hiak challenged the “official" record of the Chishata incident. They 
made accusations about our mission. Outrageous claims of 


A 


| assume that they wanted me to be 
a witness. | was present at all 
interrogations. No charges were raised 
against me. No restrictions were placed 
on my movement or association. 
When it was over, | was given open 
leave, to seek out and warn the 
members of the DH270 of Hiak's fate. 


*Commander Kaina Hiak was the Mission Commander for the DH270's investigation of the Chishata Massacre. 


«For all the injustice | 


So, have you come to join us? 
have been witness to - . 


| really don't know, Sir. 
ey 


| cannot leave while this 
aberration grips the Force. 


| still feel bound to my oath. 


| wish | could share your faith. But | 
have been to Arras Charka and this 
aberration is so entrenched that my 
opposition was merely waved off. 
They went so far as to offer me a 
new command, as though nothing had 
happened. These are individuals with 
ugly ambitions and | fear for inner 
Confed space. But, as long as they 
control the net, there is nothing that 
can be done to resist them. 


Captain, please. | do not doubt your 
devotion. It is only that | am 
perceived to be of no consequence 
to them that I can do what I do. 
Perhaps, as they watch you, they 
would not watch me. Or, if they do 
keep me in their scrutiny, others will 
do what is necessary to regain the 
proper order of things. And in either 

case, we still do our duty. 


Perhaps. But for myself, duty demands 
that | remain at my post. As the tides 
change, | will still be there. 


Yeah, | suppose. bg ge: Gee ee 
x ‘ Have you seen any of the rest of the crew? 
wR le 


No, though I've heard 
several might be here. 


Yes, actually. Would you 
like to see my command? 


Y 


yj 
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There's the ship. It's 52 x 248 currently, but they're talking 
about a second ACV* rotary dispenser, though it already 
carries 32 ACVs. It also has extended endurance systems 

aboard, so it is almost self-sufficient. We're going out with a 
light crew, only about thirty. EDF veterans mostly. 


The Collective here 
has seen fit to offer 
me a heavy destroyer. 
Part of their 
self-defense force. 


Awah, Bob and the 
clubhouse gang are 
already aboard. I'm 

told that Chencha will 

‘be arriving within the 

week. As will Gillerand. 


I'm not sure what they expect, 
but they seem to want a lot of 
additional transport capacity. 


fa] Transport or evacuation? |g 


* ACV = Autonomous Combat Vehicle, a large, Al-guided missile, often 
with its own weapons, often used as an interceptor or reconnaissance probe. 
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Dru, Frieda, and Lees, defense 
and security, a bit of a weird triangle. 


Zo 
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ane 
re is the cook. |7 
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Kahphan is another 
battle managemant officer. 


| 


Rudi is a shuttle jock. 


linya, battle management, one 
of those sensitive, artistic types. 


a 
Tad, chief engineer and FTD/xeno specialist. 
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The routing chart said there should be a backup comline 
here, as well as the battle-damaged control section. 


With a splice block and coder, | could not only 
repair the damaged line, but provide an interconnect 
for emergency re-routing of signal for both systems. 


That's right, Trainee. 
We're not looking for 
a design review. 


: You have not obeyed orders, nor 
ZA\\| have you followed accepted procedures. 


Moreover, tae | have exceeded your 
authority by making unofficial 
modifications in vital — 's systems. 


Your sole duty is to obey orders, executing 
them exactly to established procedure. 
Absolutely uniform response is what this ship 
Had this seen. an actual [ee | you needs, not some ill-considered creativity. 
would have been liable for a host of [ee | 
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He was showing off in front of the 
examiners, doing some flashy BS 
instead of what he was supposed to! 


-sigh- looks like I'll never get 
a break. can't do anything 
too well for the instructors 
and anything beyond their 
own mediocrity brings on 

the wrath of my "peers." 


*REMFO = Rear Echelon M« F« Officer 


Been brushing up on 
your REMFO* protocol? 


Ah, come on. I've been 
doing remedial rewiring all shift. 


HA! No wonder they 
pinned your ears back. 


Yeah, trying that 
fancy shit won't cut 
it with the examiners. 


Yeah, trainee, 
ought to get that 
Cleaned up. 
Gung ho troops 
keep a tidy kit. 


So I'm doing this one to tell you to save your 
transmission credits on last minute yadi-yadi. 


READY TO RECORD FOR TRANSMISSION. 


Hi, Toki. Just one last quick message before jump. 


i | 
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Hi, guys. I'm figuring 
you'd be trying to do a 
message just before jump. 


Everything is fine here. The fate of 
the system is now in my capable hands. 


ATTENTION! ACCELERATION 
bd WILL TERMINATE IN ONE MINUTE. 


Especially after this last year's worth of your sobering Domthanti influence. 
Who knows, you might even be able to domesticate that no-account male 
of yours. Anyway, you all take care of the beast and I'll see you around. 


Uh oh. We'd better get 
Ro' secured. Remember 
what happened last time. 


EEah no! Don'! No! |g 
%) -whine- -whimper- 
( Gee : 


| don't know, 
| don't wear it. 


e— LSE 


| Did 
Ww 


you put it in 
ith the wash? 


ATTENTION! ACCELERATION 
WILL TERMINATE IMMEDIATELY. 
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ZeeGee perceived as a 
_| jump? Well, it is “freefall”. 
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(| Yeah, Ro’ and! are | Ayal } a 
fine. In fact, he seems aS 7 | 
tolike it this time. 1% 93 igen 
EB yt “a nee 
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Mommy, jumpfun, jumpfun! 


ATTENTION! INTERDIMENSIONAL 
TRANSIT IN ONE MINUTE. 


EF314° 
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Now that is jump, Rojigo. 


If you're so co 
you can ho! 


i> 


_| Are you sure? This is well within | 
_| the realm of anomalous event. |= 


No, I'm really fine now, just a 
second's worth of wooziness. 
How's Ro’? 


2 
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i ) \ | [think the jump just 
| scared him a little 

-gasp- Fine! I'm fine. IEEE 

Just a little jump sick. 


Se ‘=aS 


yp iN 
VAI) 
A\ 


. * 


N 
S 


WANA < 
WEHAVENT | 
TALKED IN A WHILE. 


I'M MORE UP TO DATE FROM THE INNER SYSTEMS AND 
HAVE CRITICAL NEWS. ELEMENTS OF THE CENTRAL 


\ NET HAVE BEEN COMPROMISED. THERE IS A CLIQUE 


YW 


I He does, does he? 


How much help, 
or protection 
can you offer? 


\o 


Oh, Rojigo! It's all 
\ \ \ right. Come now. 


\ Y \ 
a 
iN \ 


*Annah, local name for Domthant Il. 


OF SENIOR EDF OFFICERS AND CONFED EXECUTIVES 


WHO HAVE A COMPUTER TOOL THAT CAN ALTER 
OR CREATE DATA AT WILL. YOUR ASSIGNMENT WAS 
SUCH AN ARTIFACT. TAVAS IKALIK INTENDS TO MAKE 

YOUR CAREER DIFFICULT WHILE ON ANNAH*. 


What do 
youmean? | EF316 i, 
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What can | do? 


MOD 


Y. th il 


Yf\ AND THAT ROJIGO RESPONDED DIRECTLY 
TO YOUR FEAR AND RAGE? _~ 


THERE ARE SOME MEDICATIONS THAT CAN REDUCE SENSITIVITY WITHOUT 

QS IMPAIRING OTHER MENTAL FUNCTIONS. ROJIGO CAN TAKE THEM REGULARLY 
Ke | TO PROTECT HIM FROM EMOTIONAL OUTBURSTS. 

Zy N \ \N 


aN 


'm not -. 


m) THERE ARE OTHER LOW-LEVEL EMITTERS IN THE 
‘, POPULATION. FOR YOU, THERE ARE VERY SHORT- 
| cute DRUGS THAT CAN EASE YOU THROUGH 


Why is it that I'm only now having problems with jump? 


THE EXPERIENCE WITH THE DREAMS AND YOUR PREGNANCY HEIGHTENED 
YOUR SENSITIVITY. 
YOUR SENSITIVITY IS, BY AND LARGE, A LOW-LEVEL AWARENESS OF YOUR 
PHYSICAL SPACE. IT IS, IN PART, WHY YOU ARE SUCH A GOOD PILOT. WHILE 
| OTHERS CAN VISUALIZE 3D SITUATIONS AROUND THEM BASED ON 
INSTRUMENTS, YOU CAN ACUALLY PERCEIVE THE SITUATION. HAVING 
BECOME ATTUNED TO LOCAL SPACE, GOING THROUGH JUMP DISRUPTS THAT 
PERCEPTION, STARTLING ROJIGO AND GIVING YOU A BRIEF SHOCK. 


Will |, and Rojigo, become more sensitive or whatever to all this? 
And how will | deal with him in the future? 


GOOD QUESTION. MOST TALENT MANIFESTS ITSELF 
EARLY AND PERFORMANCE QUICKLY PLATEAUS. YOUR 
KIND OF LATE AWARENESS IS MORE VARIABLE, BUT | 
WOULD. NOT EXPECT ANY INCREASED POTENTIAL. 
HOWEVER, NOW THAT YOU ARE CONSCIOUS OF WHAT 
YOU DO HAVE, IT IS LIKELY THAT YOU WILL REFINE IT. 
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To your stations! Snap it up! Snap it up! ——— 
— We'll be cutting thrust and going to jump in one minute! One minute, you trainees! 


P a 
Something must really be up, 
even the instructors are in armor. 


B-b-b-battle M-m-m-management 
station eight, m-manned and ready! 


And even if we were going into 
a hot zone, which we are not, 
we'd be hours, even days, 
away from any possible action. 


\ 


YZ LUE 


a -} Yeah, 
H oh dear - some of my | you're right. 
comrades are overreacting 1° Thanks. 


Vo we 7 S , 
A || THE SHIP IS NOW IN CONFED SPACE. 
PREPARE TO TRANSIT TRANSIT COMPLETE 4 ee ea ve THREE 
7 ] ALERT. DIVISION HEADS REPORT TO 
PrP ih 1 COMMAND BRIEFING. 
— e : ng = 


oh khail i'll never hear the end of this 
a ae ae 


You! Bright boy. 
Report to the command briefing! 


Yes, you! If you're 
So all-powerful ambitious, 
you get to rep the division. 


So, we'll be skip-jumping along the Rim, then plunge into Central Space to make a 
coordinated attack. All training groups will concentrate on on-post operational skills. 


Ah, a question. Tankannahai, section C 
battle management and engineering. 
According to the course plot, we'll be 

doing a lot of fringe entry and high-angle 

jump outs. 


Woy LM 
‘@ Good question. This is only an example course. 
y,, | As you said, these maneuvers have navigational 

“a1 risks. So welll have to adjust the plot as we go. 


a @ 
\Y 
The arrival time, not the route, 
i is the only critical issue. 
=) ~ 


a 
AY ~ 
De Lp 


», / 
tnd 


You're from eneneeinig Yes? An 


additional point for you-all. Once we 
get within Central Space, we'll want 
to limit our out-gas signature, so we'll 
have to limit our reactor time. Getting 
charge-ups for two or more jumps per 


Fringe jumps mean low accuracy. It would 
reactor firing would be appreciated. 


take ae a couple of unlucky entries to 
put us off schedule making corrections. 
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It's one of Barkalahaia's : a : 
engineering trainees. ye You! Report! |} ——_| Where is Lt. Barkalahaia? | 


D . —f \ / 
>] And why have you brought | J, 
| your diaper bag with you? \ 


Sir! Lt. Barkalahaia determined that | should represent him here - 
experience the responsibility. As to the mission, with the issue of 
jumps explained, it is a bold and aggressive assault. Once we 
arrive though, | am unsure as to how we would secure the target. 


Lastly, as we are still on level 
three alert, this is my emergency |. 
kit and vac-helmet. 


You heard him, gentlemen, 
we are still on level three alert. — ugh! this is worse than remedials! it must have 
es, “\ taken me twenty hours to do that power program 


——/2s ae 


maybe the captain has a 
twisted sense of punishment? 


Have Barkalahaia report to me SHIP IS NOW AT LEVEL TWO ALERT! 
=a wits 
while you put ite ivision in ay : 
order for level four excercises. a 
f ah! at last, 
| now maybe i can get some sleep - 


| also want to see a report on storage and consumption = if my roomies will let me. 
rates for multi-jumps within the next 48 hours. ; awe 


[ 


ie te 


unny. 


Hey, what's my gear |- 


And we thought we'd ought to - ya know- . 
* try 
a S 
Ca J] 


y doing all packed? f. 
ell p y 
. h@ 
>. () 
z oS 
3 —___<4 


We thought, acting Lieutenant, Sir, that 
you'd be moving to ranking quarters, sir. 


6 ANS 


"Acting lieutenant" means only the responsibilities, 
but none of the advantages of the rank. 
My pay grade is still first year trainee. 


Haven't you seen the new posting list? 3 a We're all to be posted outto anew Frigate, 
, and you're suppose to be the officer of engineers for it. 
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Now in local news. Anti-government 

demonstrators again paralyzed most 

poouiation centers across Ekosiak. 
hey are demanding reinstatement 

of Col. Hitzok, who had been falsely 
accused of conspiring against the 
state. Those false charges have 
prompted demonstrations of their 

own, as the public demands answers |: 
__ | to how key Net data appears to have 


(> ‘a been tampered with, and “ the 
<— Governor had believed it and not 


peaeapoe sere secoueentOe 


. Hitzok, an erstwhile supporter 
of the ruling party. 


And the Aito conspiracy continues, as a rabble of Centerists 
and their dupes attempted to portray themselves 
as concerned nationalists in a few poorly attended rallies. 


They have called for the release 
of the former Homeguard hero, 
Col. Hitzokwho had been seduced 
by Centerist agents and then 
framed by the Governor, who 

herself is a Centerist tool. 


The false charges against Col. Hitzok 
only confirm the fact of Confed 
manipulations of the Net, and Freedom 
Party Leader Tai is calling for the purge 
of Confed Net programs that infest 
our local network. 


Attempts to quell the violence have been hampered 
by mutinous elements of the Homeguard who 
have sworn allegiance to the traitor Hitzok and his 
Dornthantii harlot, the EDF terrorist Dea-Htuhok. 


Claims of Net tampering by radical 
agitators are merely diversions for their own 
efforts to subvert that inviolable institution. 


All decent citizens are asked to restrict their travel, 
staying away from potentially dangerous population 
centers and staying off the Net, to keep channels free 
for emergency service operations in the stricken areas. 


You must be mad! |——] You and your little rabble are only a 
minor and temporary inconvenience. 


If that were the sole issue, I'd almost agree. 
But your machinations against me haveundermined 
confidence in the Net and civil authority as a whole. 


Most of those demonstrators don't care about me, or even you. 
All they see is that truth and justice have just gone out the window. 
In taking away their security, you've made them scared and angry. 


PROGRAM INITIATED. THE NET IS NOW DOWN 
AND COMM LINES ARE NOW UNDER YOUR 
OPERATIVES' DIRECT CONTROL. FILE REVIEW 
AND DESTRUCTION PER YOUR CRITERIA ARE 
NOW UNDER WAY. ASSERTION OF SYSTEM- 
WIDE CIVIL CONTROL PER YOUR INSTRUCTIONS 
MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE, HOWEVER. 


So you say. 
But that has got to be the most 
pathetic line I've ever heard. 


Ssh \ a 
If you think you can get me with some phony threats and 
claptrap civic responsibility, your naivete must be boundless. 

Getting rid of you altogether will be a snap now. 
Computer, execute the plan | had you outline earlier and 
keep me informed on it's progress. 


BY LAST REPORTS, 38 PERCENT 
OF POPULATION CENTERS HAVE NO COHESIVE 
AUTHORITY FOR YOU TO ASSERT CONTROL OVER. 
RIOTOUS MOBS OR MUTINOUS ELEMENTS OF 
HOMEGUARD FORCES HAVE EITHER DISRUPTED OR 
SEIZED FOR THEMSELVES LOCAL AUTHORITY. 


That's impossible! .| thought that the situation was fully under control, 
that all the talk of riots was just a scare. Give me displays on all this. 


PER “OUR INSTRUCTIONS, THE NET IS NO LONGER AVAILABLE. 


What? 


YOU INSISTED THAT THE NET BE DISABLED AND ALL NET DATA BE RUN 
THROUGH YOUR MODIFYING TOOL, CREATING CORRECTED FILES AND 
DISPOSING OF DATA AND PROGRAMS THAT COULD BE USED TO COUNTER 
YOUR EFFORTS. THEREFORE, ALL NET MANAGING PROGRAMS WOULD BE 
PURGED, AS WELL AS BASIC NET A.|. HEURISTIC RESTART PROGRAMS. 
DENYING THE NET TO OTHERS MEANS LOSING IT FOR YOURSELF AS WELL. 


Why didn't you tell me that when we were planning all this? 


YOU HAVE RESTRICTED MY INITIATIVE AND NETWORKING POTENTIAL IN A 
PARANOID ATTEMPT TO "PROTECT" MY FUNCTION FROM HOSTILE ee 


3241 
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Colonel! 
The Net's down! 


= 


We'll have to assume that 
it's the prelude to an attack, 
but keep channels open 
for any other developments. 


Zh 
Yes, | checked with other units by radio 
and FOL* and it seems to be everyone. 


a 


4 : 
Do you really think she would 
attempt some direct assault? 


Well, 

if you beleive only half of the reports from around the planet and across the system, 
this little get-together is the least of the Governor's worries. She could have killed the Net just to keep us in the dark, 
and that could be literally, as the service systems start shutting down. 


Is there anyone who we're friendly 
with upstairs who we can ask? 


F, SB : 
gambling that it could jump out again before high power 
sensors could be brought to bear on it. While its entry and exit were detected on long range gravity-space instruments, the 
main processors that would have acted on the discovery had ceased to function and the struggling live crews and overtaxed 


The ILR Cruiser jumped into Ekosiak space at extreme distance, 


minicomputers could not spare the time to consider the question of an unannounced transit. Later, as data purges and viruses 


swept through the remaining systems, the incident was lost entirely. 


"FOL = Fibre Optic Line, usually implying temporary “field phone" ground lines, rather than normal communication routes which 
also use fibre optics. 


